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DISCOURSE  HI. 

0i  THK  Miracles  by  \much  tiu;  pixiverance  ok 

THE  ISRALITES  FROM  TIUMR  BOND  ACE  IN  EuVPl' 
WAS  EFFECTED. — By  Dr.  Priestley. 

And  Israel  s  ue  the  srrevt  works  which  tht  Lord 
did  upon  the  Fteyptians,  and  the  people  feared 
the  Lord,  and  his  servant  Moses. 

R.'cod.  xiv.  .il. 

There  is  notliing  so  interesting  to  man  as  tiie  in¬ 
tercourse  he  has  witli  his  Maker,  because  his  happi¬ 
ness  is  most  nearly  concerned  in  it ;  and  the  more 
we  are  interested  in  any  thing  the  more  it  behoves 
us  to  see  that  we  be  not  imposed  upon,  but  that  we 
have  suffir  lent  ground  tor  onr  belief.  Reason  and 
reixlation  are  equally  enemies  to  implicit  faith,  and 
require  that  we  do  not  give  our  assent  to  important 
propositions  without  the  most  satisfactory  evidence. 

Though  when  any  object  of  faith  is  of  a  pleasing 
nature,  we  may  be  thought  disposed  to  take  up  w  itli 
less  evidence,  yet  the  magnitude  of  any  thing  will 
always  require  a  proportionably  clear  proof.  Thus 
we  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  apostles  were  pleased 
with  the  idea  of  their  master’s  resurrection,  yet  the 
crealness  of  the  event  begat  a  disposition  to  incre- 
ilulitv ;  and  we  read  thiit  when  tliey  were  first  infoim- 
cil  of  it,  and  upon  no  apparently  suspicious  ground, 
they  believed  not  through  joy.  They  thoiight  the 
news  too  good  to  be  tnie,  and  tlicy  did  not  give  their 
full  asscut  to  the  joyful  tidings  till  they  had  the  mo»t 
over-bearing  evidence,  such  as  no  dDpo>itiun  to  in¬ 
credulity  could  resUt. 

It  behooves  us,  therefore,  to  examine  with  the 
luoit  scrupulous  attention  every  circumstance  in  his¬ 
tories  of  intercourse  bet'veeii  tioil  and  man  ;  and  at 
this  time  I  shall  select  for  yoiur  attentive  coasiden- 
liiin.  the  first  of  which  we  have  an  account  from 
cye-witnesses,  1  mean  the  deliverance  of  the  Israi  l- 
it'es  from  their  state  of  servitude  in  Egypt,  and  the 
|)ronndgation  of  the  law  on  .Mount  Sinai,  recorded 
ill  the  writings  of  Moses,  vilio  was  him'<eit  the  chief 
iustruincnt  in  these  wonderful  events. 

Trior  to  thi  sthc  Israelites  had  been  in  Egypt  about 
two  hundred  years,  about  the  latter  half  ot  which 
term  they  had  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  the  mo  t 
abject  servitude.  Tliis  was  evidently  the  ca^e  at  the 
birth  of  Moses,  who  was  himself  saved  in  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  manner  from  being  drowned,  in  toii'ic- 
qiience  of  an  order  to  throw  every  male  child  of  the 
Israelites  into  the  river,  and  he  was  eighty  years  old 
when  he  received  his  commission  to  effect  the.ir  de¬ 
liverance.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  tluit  they  had 
been  enslaved,  and  oppressed,  in  vurioasfoiins,  about 
a  hundred  years,  though  the  order  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  male  children  hud  been  withdrawn- 
During  this  period  of  e.\treme  oppression,  it  is 
probable  that  the  Israelites  h:id  in  general  ceased  to 
worship  the  God  of  tlieir  fathers,  and  had  contbrm- 
ed  to  the  superstitions  of  their  masters,  which  they 
would  do  the  more  readily  from  seeing  the  very 
flourishing  state  they  were  in,  and  their  own  abject 
Condition.  For.  in  all  the  early  ages  of  the  world, 
outward  prosperity  was  considered  as  the  consc- ' 


qucnce  of  the  public  religion  of  any  people  ;  and 
the  better  condition  of  any  ii.ation  with  respect  to  any 
other,  as  a  proof  of  the  superiority  ot’  the  gods  they 
worshipped. 

God  had  informed  .Mirahain,  that  his  posterity 
would  be  ui  bondage  in  Egypt ;  but  that  alter  four 
hundred  years  (rerkoning,  as  it  appears  from  the 
time  of  the  predietkinj  thev  would  be  deliveted, 
and  boromc  a  great  nation.  Tills  promise,  however, 
tliey  seem  to  liave  forgotten,  or  to  have  lost  all 
faith  in.  IMoscs  himself  had  abandoned  his  country¬ 
men,  and  had  been  forty  years  resident  in  Anibia, 
where  he  had  married  a  wife,  so  that  it  is  probable 
he  had  no  expectation  of  any  thing  very  fluttering  be- 
t  ing  reserved  for  his  nation.  He  had  even  neglected 
the  rite  of  circumcision,  w  hich  was  the  peculiar  .sym¬ 
bol  of  the  divine  promise  to  the  descendants  of 
.\brdhaiii.  For  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the 
interposition  of  an  angel,  or  some  supernatural  ap¬ 
pearance,  that  he  w  as  compelled  to  perform  this 
rite  on  his  son,  on  his  return  to  Egypt. 

In  this  situation  of  things  there  did  not  appe.Trto 
be  any  prospect  of  relief  from  this  state  of  bondage. 
And,  alarmed  as  the  Egyptluis  were  at  the  increase 
of  the  Israelites,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that 
the  use  of  anus  was  strictly  foriiidden  them,  w  bile 
their  masters  appear  to  have  been  the  most  w  arlike 
[leopic  in  that  age  of  the  world  ;  having  not  onlv  an 
armed  infantry,  but  multitudes  of  horses  and  ciiuri- 
ots  for  war. 

Supposing  the  Israelites  to  have  been  so  oppress¬ 
ed  as  to  be  driven  to  despair,  and  to  have  come  to 
a  dcteiminarion  to  abandon  tlie  coiintrv  at  all 
events,  it  is  probable  that  they  would  have  sought 
some  place  of  letroat,  where  they  were  likelv  to 
meet  with  the  least  resistance,  either  from  the  coun¬ 
try  being  thinly  inhabited,  or  inhabited  bv  unwar¬ 
like  |>euple.  But  instead  of  tlib,  they  not  only 
emancipate  thcinselv«».,  but  take  possession  of  "a 
country  inhabited  by  the  must  warlike  {leople  in  the 
world  next  to  their  masters,  if  thev  were  not  equal 
to  them,  f’or  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan  were  like¬ 
wise  practised  in  war,  and  horses  ami  chariots  like 
the  Egyptians.  And  this  warlike  people  was  not 
taken  by  surprise,  but  had  sufheient  notice  of  the 
invasion,  and,  no  doubt,  took  every  iiietliod  in  their 
power  to  defeat  it. 

By  what  means,  then,  was  this  extraordinary  deli¬ 
verance  of  the  Israelites  from  their  bondage  in 
Egypt,  iind  their  settlement  in  the  land  of  ('anaan, 
effected?  Moses,  whose  account  Was  written  at  the 
time,  and  with  all  the  minuteness,  and  other  marks 
of  authenticity,  of  any  modern  jmirnal,  infunns  us, 
that  it  was  in  conseqiiencr  of  a  series  of  luiraeulou, 
interpositions ;  and  his  account  was  received  as  genu¬ 
ine  and  unquestionable  by  those  who  were  the  best 
judges  of  its  truth,  viz.  those  aniuug  whom  it  was 
written  ;  and  it  continues  to  be  believed  by  them 
to  this  day,  though  they  were  frequeiMly  indisposed 
to  the  religious  institutions  which  were  enjoined 
on  them  in  consequence  of  thi»  veiy  deliverance. 

The  substance  of  flic  accmuit  given  by  Moses  is 
as  follows.  While  he  was  in  Arabia,  where  he  bad 
resided  foity  years,  following  his  occupation  of  a 
shepherd.  theiipjiearaQce  of  a  flame  of  lire  in  a  bush. 
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which  WM  not  coii'iinird  by  it,  nttriicted  his  atten¬ 
tion.  On  his  approach  to  it,  an  andililc  voice  is¬ 
sued  out  of  It,  from  a  person  who  announced  him¬ 
self  to  be  the  liod  of  his  fathers,  who  had  seen  the 
aflliction  of  Ills  people,  and  commlvsioned  him  to 
CO  and  delher  them.  When  he  hesitated,  and 
sliewed  the  most  extreme  bar  kwardness  to  under¬ 
take  the  commission,  and  said  that  his  nation  would 
not  believe  that  tiod  had  sent  him,  he  was  ordered 
to  throw  down  the  stall'  that  was  in  his  hand,  when 
it  inst;uitly  became  a  serpent,  and  then  to  take  it  up, 
when  it  bee anie  a  staff  again  in  his  hand.  lie  wu.s 
likewise  directed  to  stretch  forth  his  hand,  when  it 
liccame  leprous,  and  to  |Hdl  it  to  him  u^ain,  wlien 
it  was  restored  sound  as  before. 

These  extniordinary  appearances  convinced  him 
that  the  Being  by  whom  he  was  addrevsed  was,  in¬ 
deed,  the  (lod  of  his  fathers,  to  whom  similar  in¬ 
stances  of  jKiwer  had  been  itseribed.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  though  with  extreme  a-luctancc,  went  to  the 
heads  of  his  nation,  and,  as  he  had  been  ordered, 
exhibited  the  same  miracles  before  them,  who  w  ere. 
thereby  convinced,  that  Hod  had  simt  him.  lie 
then  went  to  Pharaoh,  and  openly  demaii'led  leave 
lor  his  countrymen  to  go  into  the  wilderness,  in 
order  to  imike  a  sacrifice  to  tlieir  own  Hod  ;  and 
after  repeated  miracles,  to  convince  him  of  the  au¬ 
thority  with  which  he  made  the  demand,  some  of 
which  consisted  of  the  mu-.t  awful  judciuents  upon 
him  and  his  nation.  Pharaoh's  consent  was  obtain¬ 
ed,  But  repenting  of  his  compliance,  he  pursued 
them,  and  following  them  throiieh  the  Red  Sea, 
which  had  divided  to  m;ike  way  for  them,  he  and 
his  army  perished.  After  this,  according  to  the 
account  of  Moses,  the  Israelites  entered  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  where  they  were  fed  by  a  miracle  forty  years. 
We  are  also  informed,  that,  after  their  leaving 
Egypt,  Hod,  in  an  aiulible  voice,  delivered  to  them 
the  ten  commandments  fiom  Mount  Sinai,  as  the 
foundation  ofa  new  iii.stitutiun  of  religion,  the  par- 
tieidars  of  which  were  comuuuiicated  to  Moses  him- 
.sclf. 

IjCt  us  now  consider  how  this  remarkable  story  is 
circumstanced  with  respect  to  its  credibility,  both 
in  the  ages  of  Moscs  huiiself,  and  at  this  distance 
of  time;  who  were  the  witnesses  of  these  events, 
what  motives  tliey  had  to  examine  into  their  truth, 
and  what  effects  they  produced  in  their  conduct. 

It  is  evident,  that  neither  tlie  Israelites,  nor  the 
Egyptians,  were  at  all  predisposed  to  expect  such 
events  as  are  recorded.  I’lie  Israelites  seem  to  have 
given  thetnselves  up  to  desp  iir,  and  to  have  acqui¬ 
esced  in  their  ahject  condition.  Moses  had  fled, 
and  seems  to  have  had  no  thought  of  ever  returning 
to  Egypt  ;  and  the  Egyptians  were  far  from  having 
any  apprehensions  of  losing  such  an  useful  set  of 
servants  as  the  laraelites  weie  ;  so  that  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  heen  any  suflieient  natural  caiisc 
of  exciting  the  hopes  of  tlie  one,  or  the  fears  of  the 
other. 

They  who  suppose  that  the  Israelites  w  ere  emanci¬ 
pated  by  natural  means,  consider  .Moses  as  a  bold 
and  able  politician.  But  he  doe.s  not  appear,  in  the 
whole  history,  to  have  shewn  either  much  courage  or 
much  sagacity.  He  had  nothing’in  him  of  an  en¬ 
terprising  nature,  and  never  had  that  confidence  in 
hiiuself  which  was  necessary  for  so  great  an  under- 
tiking.  Of  this  cveiy  part  of  his  history,  which  is 
wonderfiilly  consistent  with  itself,  is  a  prool. 

Had  Moses  been  of  an  enterprising  disposition,  it 
would,  no  doubt,  have  appeared  earlier,  and  would 
not  have  Iain  dormant  till  he  was  c'lghty  years  old, 
when  he  had  resided  so  long  in  a  foreign  country  as 
to  be  ill  a  manner  unknown  to  hiscoiintryinen,  and 


not  likely  to  have  much  influ'^ncewith  them.  His 
having  been  educated  in  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  if  it 
was  not  forgotten,  would  lead  the  Egyptians  to  watch 
him  with  the  greatest  care,  so  as  to  give  him  tlie 
fewest  opportunities  of  exciting  any  revolt  among  hu 
countrymen. 

Had  he  had  any  scheme  of  this  kind,  he  would, 
no  doubt,  have  concealed  himself  among  his  rouii- 
trymen,  and  would  nut  have  applied  to  Pharaoh  till 
he  liad  prepared  them  fur  resistance,  and  had  taken 
liis  measures  to  defeat  the  attemptsof  the  Egyptians 
to  prevent  their  psea|)e  ;  whereas  he  appears  to 
have  used  no  precautions  of  this  kind.  No  arms,  or 
stortrs,  were  provided,  no  alliance  made  with  other 
nations,  and,  in  short,  nutliing  was  dune  which  any 
sensible  man  would  have  seen  to  he  necessary  for 
the  success  of  so  great  an  enteqrrise. 

The  emancipation  of  the  Israelites,  therefore,  in 
this  state  of  things,  does  not  appear  to  liave  been 
effected  by  the  policy  of  man,  and  consequently  it 
is  the  more  probable,  that,  since  it  was  etfected,  it 
was  by  the  immediate  hand  of  Hod,  in  the  luauiier 
related  by  Moses. 

Moses  was  neither  a  warrior,  nor  an  orator,  so 
tliat  he  was  dt‘stitutc  of  every  ii.itural  requisite  fur 
such  an  undertaking  as  liie  euiauei|iatiou  of  liis 
couiitiyinen  from  the  power  of  the  Egyptians.  Tlie 
iiiqiediment  he  had  in  hisspr  ech  laid  him  under  tbe 
necessity  of  e.niploying  his  brother  Aaron  even  hr 
speak  for  him  ;  and  when,  in  the  course  of  the  his¬ 
tory,  a  battle  was  to  be  fought,  Joshua  eoinmandrd, 
while  he  only  prayed  at  a  distance.  Such  was  liis 
di/hdence  of  himself,  that  he  was  several  times  upon 
the  point  of  abandoning  his  chaige  altogether,  iiii- 
able,  to  contend  with  tlie  maiiy  difficulties  wiili 
which  he  was  surrounded.  4Vlien  he  was  luiieii 
eiiibarra.ssed  with  business,  he  was  relict ed,  not  by 
any  sagacity  of  bis  own,  but  liy  the  sensible  advice 
of  bis  father-in-law  Jethro.  (To  ht  Conlinutd.) 


OZROUI.AR  LETTER, 

Ctf  the  Unirersalmt  Convention  of  the  state  of  J^’etr~York, 
Ike  minutes  of  uhich  were  published  in  our  last. 

To  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  which  Goii 
preached  to  Abraham,  saying,  "  in  thee  shall 
all  nations  be  blessed” — to  the  believers  iii 
“  the  restitution  of  all  tilings  wjiich  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  all  his  holy  prophets 
since  the  world  began” — to  all  the  ransomed 
of  the  Lord — to  every  son  and  daughter  of’ 
the  vast  family  of  man,  whithersoever  scatter¬ 
ed  abroad — the  Universalist  ('onvention  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  sendeth  Christian  salu¬ 
tation  and  Greeting  : — 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, 

By  the  “  good  will  of  Him  that  dwelt  in 
the  bush,”  and  by  the  blessing  of  Salem's 
King,  w’e  have  once  more  been  permitted  to 
meet  in  annual  convention,  to  take  sweet  coun¬ 
cil  together,  reciprocate  the  social  sentiments 
and  kindred  aflections  of  our  souls,  and  unite 
in  the  public  exercises  of  devotion,  in  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  grateful  praise  to  the  kind  Author 
of  our  being,  and  offering  up  the  prayer  oj 
faith  to  him  who  is  the  ‘‘  Saviour  of  all  wen” 
Brethren,  our  hearts  have  been  made  glad, 
and  our  souls  have  been  refreshed  by  tasting 
and  knowing  that  the  Lord  is  gracious.  Al¬ 
though  the  day  on  which  we  met  for  public 
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worship  was  rather  stormy  and  unpleasant,  yet  ing  in  this  country  ;  and  is  in  the  possession 
a  goodly  number  of  believers  in  the  Abraliamic  of  numbers,  talent,  wealth,  and  influence, 
faith  assembled  at  the  place  of  worship,  and  which  should  be  brought  simultaneously  and 
evinced  by  their  solemn  yet  cheerfully  serene  unitedly  to  bear  u|K)n  the  public  mind.  Our 
countenances,  and  attention  to  the  word,  a  enemies  are  not  inactive,  but  busily  employed 
heartfelt  satisfaction  in  hearing  the  doctrine  in  every  corner  and  avenue,  endeavouring  to 
of  God’s  impartial  grace  proclaimed.  W  bile  i  storm  our  citadel  and  demolish  our  fair  temple 
the  aged  with  hoary  locks,  bending  under  the  j  of  religious  freedom.  And  although  the  laws 
weight  of  years,  rejoiced  in  the  light  of  God’s  i  of  our  country  do  not  allow  them  to  imprison, 
countenance,  the  middle  aged  were  strength- 1  suspend  upon  the  gibet,  nor  burn  at  the  stake, 
eiicd  and  confirmed  in  the  faith,  and  the  hearts  for  our  religious  opinions,  yet  the  tongue  and 
of  the  young  felt  that  it  was  good  for  them  to  the  pen  of  slander  are  busily  employed  to  bring 
be  there.  Mutual  harmony  and  brotherly  love  us  into  disrepute  and  scandalize  our  cause, 
[lervaded  our  council,  and  we  tru.-'t  ruled  in  But,  Brethren,  if  we  are  unitedly  engaged  ; 
all  our  deliberations.  .No  business  of  e.vtra-  if  we  are  of  one  heart  and  one  mind,”  no 
ordinary  moment  came  before  the  convention  weapon  formed  against  us  can  prosper.  If  we 
at  this  session.  The  delegates  composing  the  are  determined  to  show  ourselves  workmen 
council,  deem  it  neeessary  to  have  under  its  approved  unto  God,  we  need  not  be  ashamed, 
patronage  a  periodical  paper  or  journal  devo-,  If  we  commend  ourselves  to  every  man’s  con- 
led  to  its  interests,  and  to  the  propagation  of  science  in  the  sight  of  God,  if  we  deal  ju.‘»tly, 
truth,  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at  love  mercy  and  walk  humbly,  do  good  to  all 
large.  Numerous  are  the  periodicals  pub-1  men  as  we  have  opportunity,  if  we  maintain 
lished  by  other  denominations  in  this  region, 'good  order,  regular  discipline,  and  godly  con- 
and  powerful  is  the  influence  which  they  ex-1  versation  in  our  churcims  and  societies,  in  our 
ert  on  community.  Considering  this  circum- 1  associations  and  conventions,  together  with 
.stance,  and  the  facility  of  conveying,  through  |*i/stcifintic  and  persevering  eflbrts  to  spread  the 
the  medium  of  the  press,  instruction  on  reli-1  know  ledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  our 
gious  subjects — and  the  inculcation  and  de-j  cause  will  “  run  and  be  glorified.”  The  darts 
fence  of  what  we  consider  to  be  the  truth  of:  of  malice  and  arrows  of  sl.mder,  will  pass 
God  and  the  duty  of  man,  and  thereby  con- 'harmless  by  us;  and  God,  even  our  God  will 
veying  light  and  joy  to  thousands  that  now  sit  be  our  helper.  If  the  doctrine  of  God’s  im- 
ia  the  region  of  the  shadow  of  death,  we  can-  partial  grace,  and  boundless  love  to  a  sinful 
not  but  believe  that  our  friends  in  this  impor-  and  dying  world  is  true,  it  is  worthy  of  all  ac¬ 
tant  region  of  the  country  will  see  and  feel  the  |  ceptafion.  If  it  is  worth  any  thing,  it  is  wor- 
iniportance  of  patronizing  a  work  of  this  de-  .  thy  of  the  utmost  exertion,  zeal  and  perseve- 
scription  and  of  manifesting  at  least,  as  much  ranee  being  employed  in  propagating  and  sup- 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  the  Savior  of  the  &7io/e  |  porting  it.  If  it  has  carried  joy  and  peace, 
world,  as  our  opposers  do  in  that  of  the  Sa-  hope  and  comfort  to  the  trembling,  afflicted, 
viour  of  a  part  of  the  world.  We  would  also  and  desponding  souls  of  thousands  that  groped 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  difl’erent  Associ-  in  nature’s  darkness,  or  shuddered  in  view  of 
ations  in  this  state  the  propriety  and  impor-  the  ceaseless  and  immortal  woe  of  millions  of 
fance  of  sending  the  number  of  Delegates  to  our  race,  taught  by  a  corrupt  and  super.sti- 
this  convention  which  its  constitution  allows,  tious  church,  need  we  any  better  proof  of  its 
’J'he  convention  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  It  is  or-  heavenly  origin  and  benign  influence  1  If  w  e 
ganized  on  a  plan  somewhat  difl'erent  from  have  felt  ourselves  the  pangs  of  that  fear,  that 
that  hitherto  pursued  hy  our  order  in  this  state;  slavish  /ear  which  originates  in  the  belief  in 
yet  a  plan,  it  is  confidently  believed,  which  an  angry  and  indignant  God,  and  know  how 
will,  if  pursued  and  perfected,  prove  more  to  prize  the  superior  excellence  of  that  faith 
efficient  in  promoting  the  growth,  respecta-  which  excites  a  filial  fear,  a  veneration,  uni- 
bility  and  permanent  establishment  of  our  or-  ted  with  the  warmest  affection  towards  God 
dor  than  any  hitherto  adopted.  Hence,  the  as  our  Father,  in  return  for  his  great  love 
necessity  of  employing  all  the  wisdom  and  ta-  wherewith  he  hath  first  loved  us  ;  can  we  ft  el 
lent  which  our  order  in  this  state  possess,  in  inditferent  about  others,  and  not  exert  otir- 
order  to  render  it  (if  it  is  not  already)  what  it  selves  to  impart  to  them  the  same  "  joy  and 
is  ardently  desired  it  should  be.  'fhat  some-  peace  in  believing”  that  we  ourselves  are 
thing  is  defective  in  the  plan  liillierto  pursued,  blessed  with  ? 

we  think  cannot  be  denied.  And  what  will  To  the  enemies  of  this  glorious  doctrine, 
be  the  best  possible  plan  that  can  be  adopted,  we  would  affectionately  say,  take  heed  and 
we  are  now  endeavoring  to  devise.  As  indi-  beware  how  ye  oppose  a  doctrine  which  ye 
viduals,  and  as  a  bo<ly,  we  arc  decidedly  op-  yourselves  and  all  mankind  pray  may  be  true, 
posed  to  every  thing  that  bears  the  semblance  “  lest  ye  be  found  to  fight,”  not  only  against 
of  spiritual  tyranny  and  despotism  ;  and  on  the  yourselves,  but  “against  God,”  who  ha.s 
other  hand  we  are  equally  opposed  to  every  sworn  by  himself — that  unto  him,  “  every 
thing  that  tends  to  disorganization  and  disso-  knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  shall  swear 
lutonQSS.  Oqr  denon'ination  is  rapidly  iiifrea-?-  that  in  the  Lord  they  have  righteousno';*!  und 
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Ffrrn>?tli.’’  "  Srarrh  ye  the  Scriptures,"  the 
lAithful  “  record  of  the  word  of  God,"  and  see 
if  flu'y  do  not  represent  him  as  the  “  Saviour 
of  all  men,  especially  those  that  believe." 

To  the  believers  in  the"  ^race  of  God  that 
brinpelli  salvation  to  all  men,”  we  wouhl  say, 
take  diligent  heed  to  your  ways  ;  walk  up¬ 
rightly  before  (Jod  and  men  ,  remembering 
that  a  well  ordered  life  and  jfodly  conversa¬ 
tion  will  do  more  towards  silencing  the  ro 
proachesof  our  enemies  than  all  the  logical 
reasoning,  eloquent  sermons,  and  systematic 
theories  that  can  be  produced,  without  them  ; 
give  yonr  opposers  no  occa.^-ion  to  reproach 
you  ;  exercise  charity  towards  all  men  ;  "  do 
untoothers  as  ve  would  that  they  should  do 
unto  you"  in  like  circumstances  ;  ‘‘  keep  the  I 
unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  ;  and 
finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true, 
whatsoever  things  are  honcist,  whatsoever 
things  are  just,  whatsoever  things  are  pure, 
whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever 
things  arc  of  good  report ;  if  there  be  any 
virtue  and  if  there  be  any  praise,  think  on  these 
things.”  And  may  you  all  meet  at  last  with  I 
the  whole  ransomed  family  of  tnan,  in  the 
grand  convention  of  the  universe  above,  w  here 
the  immortal  Jehovah  presides  in  truth,  love 
and  mercy,  and  bask  in  the  inetVable  light  of 
liis  countenance  forevermore. 

Per  Order, 

DOLPHUS  SKINNER.  1 

_ .  .  _  _  1 

For  the  Fiutn^rUcul  Htpository, 

SELECTIONS.  | 

"  Do  not  pretend  to  neglect  or  trifle  with 
your  duty,  unless  you  have  found  out  unques¬ 
tionable  and  demonstrative  proof,  that  the 
general  sense  of  mankind,  in  all  nations  and 
ages,  that  virtue  is  the  perfection  of  human 
nature,  and  the  sure  way  to  happiness,  and 
vice  the  contrary,  is  a  gross  absurdity  and 
falsehood;  that  the  Bible  is  a  forgery;  and 
that  the  belief  of  a  judgment  to  come  is  a 
dream.  If  you  bo  not  as  sure  of  all  this,  as 
that  twice  two  .nre  four,  if  there  be  the  small¬ 
est  {Kissibility  that  it  may  be  otherwise,  it  is 
the  very  desperation  of  madness  to  run  the 
least  hazard  of  the  destruction  of  your  soul  by 
living  a  wicked  life." — Burf'h. 

“  It  is  evident,  that  as  there  can  be,  on  one 
li.md,  no  merit  in  believing  what  is  true,  even 
religious  truth,  without  examination;  (for  rio-j 
thing  is  virtuous  or  praise-worthy,  that  is  irra-l 
tional ;  and  it  is  irrational  to  receive  for  truth  | 
what  one  has  no  solid  reason  to  think  is  true ;)  j 
so  on  the  other,  to  reject  truth,  especially 
religious  truth,  on  any  indirect  or  disingenu-  i 
ous  account,  or  for  any  reason,  besides  some  j 
unsurmountable  inconsistency  in  the  doctrine,  1 
or  deficiency  in  the  evidence,  is  perverse  and 
wicked.  The  faith,  therefore,  that  is  accepta- ! 
ble  to  God,  who  is  alike  the  Author  of  both 
reason  and  revelation,  is  that  r.itiunal  recep- ' 
fion  of  religious  truth  which  arises  from  can¬ 


did  and  diligent  examination,  and  a  due  sub¬ 
mission  to  Divine  authority  :  and  the  iinlx-lief, 
which  is  c(»ndemned  in  scripture,  is  that  re¬ 
jection  of  the  revealed  will  of  God  which  is 
owing  to  prejudice,  negligence,  pride,  or  a 
fatal  attachment  to  vice.” — Id. 

“  Those  who  cannot  bear  to  be  suspected 
of  heretical  pravity,  who  have  not  courage  to 
meet  the  frowns,  and  bear  the  reproaches,  of 
I  those  assuming  men  who  monopolize  to  them¬ 
selves  the  title  of  orthodox  and  evangelical, 
had  better  at  once  lay  aside  the  use  of  reason 
in  matters  of  religion,  that  they  may  move  on 
in  .sectarian  trammels  without  any  troublesome 
convictions ;  for,  if  they  once  begin  to  bring 
every  religious  opinion  to  the  scrutiny  of  rea¬ 
son,  it  is  highly  probable  they  will  soon  be¬ 
come  di.ssatistied  with  some  part  of  their  creed, 
and  be  suspected  by  their  brethren  of  heresy : 
yet  they  should  remember  that,  .so  far  as  they 
sacrifice  their  reason  to  the  dogmas  of  a  party, 
they  degrade  themselves  in  the  scale  of  being, 
and  act  unworthy  the  character  of  sincere 
lovers  of  truth,  of  the  followers  of  Jesus,  who 
sacrificed  his  life  in  the  cause  of  truth,  in  op¬ 
position  to  the  reputed  orthodoxy  of  the  men 
of  his  age.  Far  more  honorable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  will  it  be  found  to  have  truth  with 
reproach,  &.c.  than  to  slumber  on  in  error, 
with  ignoble  ease,  amidst  the  caresses  of  our 
religious  friends  and  connections.”.../?.  IVright. 


EVANOELZOAl.  REPOSZTORT. 

i  Trov,  Satcrday,  Jcsk,  £3,  ISi?. 

Proceedings  of  the  N.  Hampshire  Univcrsalist 
Association,  for  1827. 

The  Ministers  and  Delegates  of  the  New- 
Hampshire  Association  convened  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  N.  II.  on  the  12th  in.st.  according 
to  previous  adjournment,  and  opened  the 
meeting  of  the  council  by  prayer  from  Br. 
Nathamf.i.  Wrioht,  Jr.  and  then  procccd- 
[  ed  to  business ;  and 
J  Chose  Br.  Edward  Turner,  Moderator. 
j  "  Br.  Samuei.  C.  Lovei.and,  Clerk. 

‘‘  Brs.  Paui.  Dean,  Warren  Skinner 
and  IjEmi'ei.  Wilms,  a  Committee  to  receive 
and  report  on  applications  for  ordination,  or 
letters  of  fellowship. 

Arrangements  for  Public  Services,  JVednesdaij. 

!Br.  E.  Turner,  Prayer. 

Br.  W.  Skinner,  Sermon,  Rom.  0,  16. 

Br.  John  Moore,  Prayer, 
t  Br.  Robert  Bartlett,  Prayer. 

2  ?  Br.  L.  Willis,  Sermon,  1  John  v,  10,  11. 
(  Br.  N.  Wright,  Prayer. 

SBr.  Ezekiel  Vosf,  Prayer. 

Br.  S.  C.  Loveland,  Sermon,  2  Cor.  iv,  3. 
Br.  Otis  A.  Skinner,  Prayer. 

Adjourned  till  8  o’clock  on  the  morrow  ; — 
Wednesday  morning  met  according  to  ad- 
jourumeiit  and  opened  the  buiincss  of  the 
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council  by  prayer  from  Br,  O.  A.  Skinner. 

Attended  to  the  reading  of  8ever«l  refresh¬ 
ing  letters  from  several  Societies  belonging  to 
this  Association. 

Fated,  That  Br.  S.  C.  I^oveland  superin¬ 
tend  the  publishi.ig  of  religious  tracts,  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  N.  11.  Association,  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  year. 

Voted,  That  Brs.  Tcrser  and  Loveland 
be  a  committee  to  address  the  Rockingham 
AsscMiation,  to  be  holden  at  Baton,  N.  H.  in 
August  next,  on  the  expediency  of  uniting  it 
With  this  body,  so  as  to  forin  but  one  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  L.  Wilms  publish  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  this  session,  accompanied  with  a 
circular  letter. 

Adjourned  till  the  morrow  8  o’clock  A.  .M. 
Prayer  by  Br.  Thomas  J  Whitcomb. 

Thursday  Morning — met  according  to  ad¬ 
journment.  Prayer  by  Br.  J.  .Moore. 

The  committee  apimintcd  to  attend  to  the 
requests  made  for  letters  of  fellow.'<hip  and 
ordination,  reported  in  favor  of  granting  let¬ 
ters  of  fellowship  to  Brs.  Josiah  C.  Waldo 
and  Otis  A.  Skinner  ;  and  of  conferring  ordi¬ 
nation  on  Br.  N.  Wright,  Jr.  and  T  1.  Whit¬ 
comb. 

Arrangements  for  Public  Services,  Ihursday. 

i'  Br.  T,  J.  Whitcomb,  Prayer. 

Br.  P.  Dean,  Sermon,  Colossians,  1.  20. 
Br.  J.  C.  Waldo,  Prayer. 

SBr.  S.  C.  Loveland,  Prayer. 

Br.  E.  Turner,  Sermon,  1  Thess.  ii.  -1,  5, 
6,  7. 

Ordination  Service. 

'  Br.  L.  Willis,  consecrating  Prayer. 

Br.  P.  Dean,  charge  and  delivery  of  the 
3  <  Scriptures. 

Br.  R.  Bartlett,  the  right  hand  of  fel- 
^  lowship. 

Adjqiyped  this  Association  to  meet  at 
Claremont,  N.  H.  by  divine  permission,  the 
last  Wednesday  in  May  and  the  Thursday 
following,  1828. 

(’oncluded  the  business  of  the  Association 
by  uniting  with  our  venerable  and  worthy 
brother,  E.  Turner,  in  the  expression  of  our 
grateful  acknowledgements  to  God  for  his 
goodness  to  us  and  to  all. 

Edw  ard  'I'urner,  Moderator. 
Samuel  C.  Loveland,  Clerk. 

CIAOJJIjJLR  JjUTTTM. 

The  New-llampshire  Universalist  A.s.socia- 
tion,  in  the  good  providence  of  Goil  has  been 
favored  with  another  annual  session  among 
brethren  who  rejoice  in  the  truth,  and  who 
greeted  us  and  made  us  glatl  while  we  enjoy¬ 
ed  a  reciprocity  of  brotherly  love  and  (’hris- 
tian  salutation.  The  members  of  this  body 
can,  and  do  most  gratefully  acknowledge  the 
realization  of  what  was  “  more  precious  than 


the  dew  of  Ilermon,  or  the  ointment  which 
ran  down  on  Aaron's  beard.”  Our  hearts 
were  made  glad  at  the  annunciation  of  tiie 
prosperity  of  Zion's  cause  in  this  distinguished 
portion  of  the  Lord’s  heritage.  Tliirteea 
ministering  brethren,  and  several  delegates, 
associated  with  a  goodly  number  of  brethren 
and  sisters,  who  held  spiritual  communion 
with  us  in  our  deliberations,  constituted  our 
council.  L'nanimity  and  good  feeling  charac¬ 
terized  our  deliberations  and  administrations. 
Devout  and  listening  hundreds  in  the  sanctua¬ 
ry,  evinced  the  interest  they  felt  in  hearing 
and  understanding  the  faith  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,  proclaimed  from  time  to  time,  by 
those  who  were  ambassadors  for  Christ,  on 
that  occasion.  Truly  did  many  feel  that  God’s 
spirit  bore  witness  with  their  spirits  that  they 
were  His  children,  and  joint  heirs  with  the 
Messenger  of  the  new  and  better  Covenant 
established  on  the  sure  promises  of  the  world's 
Saviour,  who  has  been  pleased  to  give  to  man 
a  record  of  his  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
on  him  might  have  the  witness  in  himself,  that 
God  is  true,  although  the  excellencies  of  the 
glorious  Gospid  has  been  hidden  to  many.— 
The  peace  of  Heaven  glowed  in  the  souls  ofi 
a  numerous  and  waiting  assembly  in  the  con-  r 
templation  of”  the  reconciliation  of  all  things 
to  Go<l.”  The  duties  of  the  Christian  minis¬ 
ter  were  set  forth  in  a  very  chaste  and  forci¬ 
ble  maiiiKT.  The  interest  and  importance  of 
the  sacred  deposit  with  which  the  called  and 
chosen  servants  of  Jesus  are  entrusted,  were 
convincingly  shown.  The  trickling  tear  and 
the  engaged  attention  on  that  occasion,  indi¬ 
cated  that  many  could  say  good — for  u.s  to  be 
here.  The  joyful  solemnities  of  that  season 
were  much  enhanced  by  the  administration  of 
the  sacrament,  when  many  of  the  followers  of 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  partook,  in  sweet 
communion,  of  the  encharistic  symbols. 

It  will  be  peculiarly  pleasing  to  all  lovers 
of  the  truth,  to  know  that  not  only  many  arc 
coming  in  to  labour  with  us  from  other  deno¬ 
minations  ;  but  many  worthy  and  well  quali¬ 
fied  brethren  of  our  own  oriler,  are  disposed 
I  to  renounce  the  vanities  of  this  world  and 
]  spend  their  time  and  talents  in  the  service  of 
the  Captain  of  our  salvation.  We  have  the 
pleasure  to  announce  to  our  friends  the  recrji- 
tion  of  two  young  men  of  promising  talents 
and  Christian  deportnunt,  to  the  fellowship 
of  the  ministry  of  reconciliation.  We  feel  no 
less  a  pleasure  to  give  information  of  the  set¬ 
ting  apart  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  by  sol¬ 
emn  ordination,  two  other  approved,  but 
youthful  laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  God's 
dear  .Son. 

Brethren,  believers  in  the  “  final  restitution 
of  all  things,”  our  prospects  are  now  brighten¬ 
ing  before  us;  although  opposition  is  still  for¬ 
midable,  yet  we  have  much  reason  to  rejoice 
and  be  glad.  Let  us  then  co-operate  in  the 
great  and  good  w  ork  of  faith — living  to  lum 
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who  died  for  us  tliat  we  may  live  with  him 
forever.  Per  order.  LEMUKL  WILLIS. 

.Xatnci  mid  Residence  of  the  Ministers  present. 

Edward  Turner,  Portsmouth  ;  Warren  Skin¬ 
ner,  Langdon ;  Wm.  Bell,  Washington;  Eze¬ 
kiel  Voae,  Andover;  Josiah  C.  Waldo,  \\  earc, 
!\.  H.  Paul  Dean,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Jr. 
and  Thomas  J.  Whitcomb,  Boston,  Mass. 
Samuel  C.  Loveland,  and  Otis  A.  Skinner, 
Reading;  Robert  Bartlett,  Ilartland ;  John 
Moore,  Strafford,  Vt.  Lemuel  Willis,  Troy, 
N.  Y. 


SOUTHEKN  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Southern  Association  of  Universalists 
convened  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Calvin  Shattuck, 
in  Springfield,  Ms.  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
Tuesday  evening,  June  6,  1827.  After  in¬ 
voking  the  blessing  of  Cod  by  Br.  T.  Whitte- 
more,  the  council  was  organized. 

('hose  Br.  11.  Ballou,  Moderator. 

Br  L.  R  Paige,  Clerk. 

Ch.  Br.  J  Flagg,  \  Committee  on  upplira- 

Br.  T.  Whitteniorr,  >  tions  for  fellowship 

Br.  C.  Gardner,  S  ordination. 

Prayer  by  Br.  J.  Flagg. 

Adjourned  to  8  o’clock,  A.  M.  Wednes¬ 
day. 

Wednesday,  June  6.  Prayer  by  Br.  D.  Pick¬ 
ering. 

Voted  to  receive  the  First  Universalist  So¬ 
ciety  in  Pomfret,  Woodstock,  and  Ashford, 
Conn,  into  fellow.ship  with  this  Association. 

Attended  public  religious  services 

PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

Wednesday,  .1.  M.  Br.  T.  Whittemorc, 
prayer. 

Br.  C.  Gardner,  Sermon — Text  Isaiah,  xli. 

21. 

Br.  M.  B.  Ballou,  concluding  prayer. 

P.  M.  Br.  N.  Wright,  introductory  prayer. 

Br.  D.  Pickering,  Sermon — Text,  Rev. 
xxii.  17, 

Br.  J.  P,  Fuller,  concluding  prayer. 

6  1-2  P.  M.  Br.  J.  Flagg,  introductory 
prayer. 

Br.  M.  B.  Ballou,  Sermon — Text,  Psalm 
xix.  7. 

Br.  Z.  Fuller,  concluding  prayer. 

The  council  again  convened  for  business, 
and. 

Voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  applications,  in  favor  of  complying  with 
the  request  of  the  First  Universalist  Society 
in  Springfield,  that  Br.  L.  R.  Paige  be  instal¬ 
led  as  their  Pastor. 

Voted  to  receive  the  first  Universalist  So¬ 
ciety  in  Duxbury,  Ms.  into  fellowship  with 
this  Association. 

Prayer  by  Br.  N.  W  right,  jr. 

Adjourned  to  8  o’clock,  A.  M.  Thursday. 

Thursday,  June  7.  Prayer  by  Br.  Z  Ful- 
1^7. 


Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  he  appoint¬ 
ed,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  attend  to  all  dif¬ 
ferences  which  may  arise  between  members 
of  this  body,  (ir  between  this  body  and  an  in¬ 
dividual  member  ; — to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  of  investigation,  giving  the  parties  sea¬ 
sonable  notice  thereof;  if  either  party  neglect 
or  refuse  to  attend,  said  Committee  will  pro¬ 
ceed  ex  parte  : — They  shall  have  power  to 
receive  evidence  from  persons  in  whoso  vera¬ 
city  they  may  confide,  either  with  or  without 
the  legal  form  of  an  oath  ; — to  censure  an  of- 
fending  brother  ; — to  suspend  him  until  the 
next  annual  session  of  this  association — or  to 
take  such  other  measures  in  regard  to  the  op¬ 
posite  parties,  as  shall  to  them  appear  mo.st 
conducive  to  the  advantage  of  all  concerned. 
Provided,  nevertheless,  if  the  parties  can 
agree  on  a  mutual  council,  they  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  so  doing. 

Br.  11.  Ballou.  i  were  appointed  said, 

Br.  T.  Whittemorc,  \  Committee  of  investi- 

Br.  C.  Gardner.  )  potion. 

Voted  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  diligent 
inquiry  concerning  the  truth  of  any  reports, 
which  maybe,  at  any  time,  in  circulation,  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  character  of  any  member  of 
this  body  ;  and  if,  al\er  making  such  inquiry, 
they  find  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  investigation  this  day  appointed,  and 
shall  prosecute  the  same  before  said  Commit¬ 
tee,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  iqay  ap¬ 
point. 

Br.  R.  Canfield,  )  •  ,  j  ■  i 

nr.  !).  I'ickoring,  '  app'nn  cd  >a,d 

Br.  II.  BeWiiig,  ^  CnnvMtt. 

Voted  that  the  standing  Clerk  be  directed 
to  cause  the  book  containing  the  Records  of 
this  body  to  be  present  at  each  annual  session, 
for  the  examination  of  the  brethren. 

Attended  public  religious  si'rvices. 

A.  M.  Br.  H.  Ballou,  introductory  prayer. 

Br.  T.  Whittemorc,  Sermon — Text  Num¬ 
bers  xxii.  18. 

Br.  L.  R.  Paige,  concluding  prayer. 
INSTALLATION  SERVICE. 


P.  M.  Br.  M.  B.  Ballou,  introductory 
prayer. 

Br.  11.  Ballou,  Sermon — Text  I  John  iv. 
14. 

Rr.  J.  Flagg,  installing  prayer. 

Br.  D.  Pickering,  delivery  of  the  Scriptures 
and  charge. 

Br,  T.  Wdiittcmore,  right  hand  of  fellow¬ 
ship. 

Br  C.  Gardner,  concluding  prayer. 

Br.  L.  R.  Paige,  benediction. 

6  P.  M.  Br.  D.  Pickering,  introductory 
prayer. 

Br.  Z.  Fuller,  Sermon — Text,  Rom.  xii. 
13. 

Br.  N.  Wright,  jr.  concluding  prayer. 
Voted  tliat  Br  [).  Pickering  be  requested 


K\  ANGKLICAL  RKI’OSITORV ; 


to  accompany  Uie  minutes  of  this  Association 
with  a  circular,  and  to  publish  the  same  in  the 
(.'hristian  'J'clescopc  and  Univcrsalist  Miscel¬ 
lany. 

The  minutes  were  then  read  and  approved, 
and  after  oilering  up  thanksgivings  to  the 
Giver  of  all  good,  by  Ur.  11.  Ballou,  the  coun¬ 
cil  was  adjourned  to  meet,  by  divine  permis¬ 
sion,  at  Oxford,  Ms.  on  the  first  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  in  June,  1828. 

ilosKA  Ballou,  Moderator. 
Lucius  R.  Paige,  Clerk. 

Mintstering  Brethren  Present. 

Br.  Hosca  Ballou,  Boston, 

Br.  Joshua  Flagg,  Dana, 

Br.  David  Pickering,  Providence, 

Br.  Thomas  Whitteinore,  Cainebridgeport, 
Br.  Masseiin  B.  Ballou,  Charlton, 

Br  Calvin  Gardner,  Duxbury, 

Br.  Zulotes  Fuller,  Norwicli, 

Br.  Jasiel  P.  Fuller,  Stafibrd, 

Br.  Nathaniel  Wright,  jun.,  Boston, 

Br.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  Sjiringfield. 

LVTHArTS  FROM  THE  CIRCULAR  ADDRESS. 

The  Southern  .Association  of  Lniversalists, 
to  the  children  of  Abraham,  by  faith  in  the 
covenant  of  God,  tender  tlie  fervent  saluta¬ 
tion  of  (Miristiaii  all'ection  and  confidence. 

Beloved  Brethren  ; — It  having  pleased  the 
God  of  tlie  spirits  of  all  tle.sh,  to  permit  us  the 
enjoyment  of  another  Hiiniversary,  and  to  af¬ 
ford  u.s  an  opportunity  for  the  interchange  of 
fraternal  charily  &.  a  renewal  of  mutual  pledg¬ 
es  of  fidelity  and  esteem  ;  we  should  be  un¬ 
grateful  to  withhold  from  you  that  intelligence 
by  which  our  hearts  have  been  made  to  rejoice; 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  whatever  relates  to 
the  growth  of  Zion  will  equally  interest  the 
feelings  of  your  hearts  and  form  a  subject  of 
religious  rejoicing  and  gratitude. 

The  annual  accession  of  new  societies  to 
this  Association,  is  opening  a  pleasant  and 
extended  field  for  Labourers  in  the  .Ministry 
of  reconciliation  ;  And  it  is  the  earnest  wish 
of  this  body,  that  every  society  in  its  fellow¬ 
ship  should  faithfully  employ  the  means  which 
God  has  given  them  to  maintain  a  regular  and 
stated  ministry  among  them.  This  course 
would  essentially  promote  their  growth  in 
grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and 
tend  to  diffuse,  more  extensively,  an  acquain¬ 
tance  with  the  sublime  principles  of  pure 
and  undefiled  religion,  which  is  so  essential 
to  the  increase  of  rational  and  pious  enjoy¬ 
ment,  and  the  moral  elevation  of  the  human 
mind.  It  is  also  very  desireable,  and  it  is 
earnestly  requested,  that  every  Society  be¬ 
longing  to  this  Association  should  send  a  de¬ 
legate  to  represent  them,  at  ilie  next  annu¬ 
al  session,  and  that  such  delegate  bedurnish- 
ed  with  a  statement  of  the  numb«-r  composing 
the  {Society  or  Church,  «r  both  ;  together 


with  their  probable  means  of  encouraging  the 
ministry  of  the  word,  and  the  prospect  of  in¬ 
crease. 

Above  all.  Brethren,  our  earnest  prayer  to 
God  is,  that  you  may  walk  ix  the  truth, 
and  atford  evidence,  by  the  light  of  an  irre¬ 
proachable  example,  of  your  .sincere  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  his  word — That  ail  the  virtuous 
fruits  of  faith  and  meekness  and  charity  may 
shine  forth  in  your  lives  and  conversation — 
That  you  may  constantly  increase  in  the 
knowledge  of  GimI  and  the  enjoyment  of  his 
love  ;  till  by  the  happy  experience  of  divine 
grace,  we  are  all  ripened  for  the  pure  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  the  church  triumphant  above. 

By  order, _ D.  PICKERING. 

nszscsiiLAi^dns. 

Southern  ('onve.ntion  of  Universalists. 

Saturday,  June  2,  1827,  the  delegates  from 
the  L'niversalist  Societies  in  Wilmington, 
Sampson,  Onslow  and  Duplin,  a.«<semblcd  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Hogan  Hunter  in  Kenon.s- 
ville,  Duplin  Co.  N.  C.  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  the  Southern  Convention  of  Uni- 
versalists. — Liberalist. 

For  want  of  room  we  cannot  insert  the  Minutes, 
('on'titiition  and  excellent  Circular  Letter  of  this 
I  Convention  as  pubibhed  in  the  Liberalist. 

A  Society  has  recently  been  organized,  e.olled 
the  First  Univcrsalist  Society  of  Foinfrit,  Wood- 
stock  and  Ashford,  ('onn. 

Lamp  of  Lihertif. — A  prospectus  is  issued 
at  Cincinnati,  (Ohio,)  for  publishing  a  month¬ 
ly  .Magazine,  entitled  tho  “  I, amp  of  Liberty,’* 
to  bo  edited  by  our  worthy  brother  Sargent. 

Another  is  about  to  be  established  at  Ka- 
ton,  (Ohio,)  to  be  entitled  “  The  Star  in  the 
West." — Gospel  .Idv. 

The  Jlriel.—.\  seiiii-iuonihly  |Hiblication  c.alled 
the  “  Ariel  a  Literary  Gazette,”  has  been  rtci  ntly 
coininenccd  in  IMiiladelphia ;  it  i.su  u'urk  of  iiitrit. 

**  BLLIGION. 

Oh  !  wide  they  wander  from  the  path  of  tnith. 

Who  paint  Keli^ion  with  a  brow  of  gloom  ; 

Her  step  is  buoyant  with  unfading  }  until. 

Her  features  radiant  with  iiiiinoital  bloom. 

In  life's  gay  inornin'',  when  the  crimson  tide 
Of  pleasure  dunces  thro’  each  burning  vein. 

She  leads  with  guardian  can;  her  charge  aside 
From  the  broad  pavsage  to  undyini'  pain. 

And  when  the  fleeting  joys  of  time  are  past. 

Ami  dark  de-pondence  on  the  spirit  prey'. 

She  bids  with  holy  hope  the  suflerer  cast 
To  blighter  regions  his  confiding  gaze. 

From  slavish  fcr’.rs — from  low  debasing  cares, 

Tis  her’.s  alone  the  sinking  soul  to  save  ; 

For  her  its  sweetest  smile  creation  wear'. 

For  her  no  terror  has  the  frowning  gravr-. 

No — Should  this  scene  in  headlong  ruin  close, 

Kach  shatter’d  planet  from  its  orbit  move. 

She  would  not  tremble,  for  full  well  she  knows 
The  arm  i'  near  her  of  Unbounded  Love, 
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SAOIISD  XiTRE. 


Fur  the  Ev  angelical  Rejjoaiturjf, 


(JOl)  IS  LOVK. 

Who  witli  imhallowcd  breath  doth  dare  refute, 

TliU  mandate  written  in  tiie  a/nre  ^kies  ? 

Who’s  he  that  would  spread  o’er  thl-.  beauteous  earth. 
The  threats  of  an  eternal  w  oe  to  man  ? 


Or  deem  it  merit  to  believe,  or  teach, 

W’hat  reason  contradicts,  or  caiuiot  reach ; 
None  wmdd  fierce  zeal  for  piety  mistake. 

Or  malice,  for  whatever  tenets’  sake  ; 

Or  think  salvation  to  one  sect  confin’d. 

And  heaven  too  narrow  to  contain  mankind  : 
No  more  would  bmtal  rage  disturb  our  jH'ace, 
But  envy,  hatred,  war,  and  discord  cease  ; 
Our  own  and  other’s  good  each  houreiuploy. 
And  all  tilings  smile  with  universal  joy. 

Fair  virtue  then,  with  pure  religion  join’d, 
Woidd  regulate  and  bless  the  human  mind. 
And  man  be  what  his  Maker  first  designed.” 

I 

[  HYMN, 


W.as’t  not  the  fiat  of  the  (treat  Supreme, 

That  in  His  image  He  did  man  create. 

And  poured  His  spirit  into  human  clay. 

And  gave  him  life  to  yield  him  every  good, 
CommensMrate  with  this  imperfect  state  ? 

And  did  he  love  him  not  ?  Did  he  n<it  ci'C 
A  proof  that  man  should  be  iinmortMl,  there, 

Where  seraph  spirits  worship  aad  adore. 

Hinging  the  theme  ctemid,  (Sud  i.»  E^re  i 
The  fie.sh  may  sink  into  its  mother  earth, 

And  worms  may  riot  on  its  cold  n-inaiiis  ; 

The  gates  of  Hides  shut  it  from  the  light. 

And  into  dust  primev;dit  may  turn  ; 

But  that  pure  spirit  which  th’  Almighty  gave. 

Holy — unsullied,  from  the  fount  of  heaven. 

Shall  still  retain  its  essence,  all  divine. 

And  bloom  ethcriid  in  those  realms  on  high. 

Where  angels  chaunt  forever,  God  is  love. 

Glorvina. 

Sunday,  June  3,  1827.  i 


For  the  Evangelical  Repository.  i 

Mr  Editor, 

Tiie  follow  ing  lines  were  recalled  to  my  memory, 
upon  readinc  your  late  remarks  on  the  “  Benefits  of 
right  views and  believing  that  just  sentiments  can¬ 
not  be  too  often  inculcated,  1  otfer  them  for  inser¬ 
tion  in  your  excellent  paper.  I  remember  to  have 
met  with  them  in  Zimmerman’s  work  on  Solitude  ; 
but  do  nut  know  their  author.  B.  i 

“  Oh  !  would  mankind  but  make  fair  truth  their 
guide. 

And  force  the  helm  from  prejudice  and  pride  ; 

Were  once  these  maxims  fix’d,  that  God’s  yiir 

fricmLrsr 

Virtue  onr  good.  anj_hnpnliir>.;  oin-  ^.,^1 
How  soon  woulu  reason  o’er  the  world  prevail. 

And  error,  fraud,  and  supcTstition  fail ! 

None  woidd  hcrealter,  then,  with  groundless  fear. 
Describe  the  Almighty  cniel  or  severe ; 
Predestinating  some  w  ithout  pretence. 

To  heaven  ;  and  some  to  hell  for  no  offence ; 
Indicting  endless  pains  for  transient  crimes. 

And  favoring  sects,  or  nations,  men,  or  times. 

To  please  him  none  would  foolishly  forbear 
Or  food  or  rest,  or  itch  in  shirts  of  hair ; 


Composed  during  and  after  the  thunder  storm 
which  was  realized  at  Washington  (N.  H.)  in  the 
afternoon  of  Saturday,  June  11,  18Sli,....fti/  the  EJ. 

Behold  the  storm  mounts  up  the  sky. 

In  awful  grandeiir—Rspect  dire! 

The  conc.ave  arch  o’er  spread  on  high 
With  threat'ning  clouds,  all  dress’d  in  fire  ! 

Ah,  see  the  vivid  lightning’s  flash. 

And  hear  the  deadly  thunder's  roar! 

The  ponderous  mountains,  ticmbling  own 
Almighty,  all-pervading  pow’r. 

’Tis  God  that  ndes  the  universe  ; 

He  calls  the  tempest  when  he  please  ;  v 
He  shakes  the  heavens— earth  feels  the  shock 
Tornadoes  sweep  the  rolling  seas  ! 

Rejoice,  O  man,  Jehovali  reigns. 

Thunders  terrific  cease  to  roar ; 

No  more  the  howling  winds  do  sweep— 

All  nature  smiles— the  storm  is  o'er. 

The  eastern  sky  is  yet  o’errast 
With  cloudy  sackcloth’s  dusky  hue  : 

The  royal  arch  appears  at  la't 
To  show  the  word  of  God  is  tnie. 

When  all  the  storms  of  life  are  fled. 

And  deathless  as  thine  angels  arc  ; 

“  May  all  the  nations  thou  hast  made,” 

In  heaven,  oh  Lord !  thine  image  bear. 
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